City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Donor Policy
Thank you for considering Parks and Recreation in the City of Birmingham for your donation. We
welcome donations from individuals, foundations, non-profit organizations and corporations and look
forward to working with you.
While donations for our parks will enrich the community, the City of Birmingham recognizes that its
open spaces, trails and recreation areas are precious resources. Accordingly, the City of Birmingham
desires to protect and preserve the open, tranquil atmosphere of our parks, to protect the natural
quality of our trails and to enhance the development of our recreational assets. Therefore, donations
for park improvements and recreation programming will be considered with the support of those goals
in mind.
I.

DONATION CATEGORIES
The City of Birmingham welcomes donations in several categories including:
a) Park landscaping elements include trees, shrubs and other flora. Donations of all landscaping
elements, however, must be approved species and there may be site specific limitations.
Please see the City of Birmingham Park Donor Program for further information.
b) Park amenities for the purchase, replacement or refurbishment and maintenance of park
benches, picnic tables, drinking fountains, bicycle racks, playground components and the like.
Although suggestions from donors will be considered for the placement of a donated park
amenity, final decisions as to location will be determined by the City of Birmingham. Please
see the City of Birmingham Park Gift Donor Program for further information.
c) Park features include arbors, pavilions, plazas, gardens, and the like. Such features must
enhance the park, enrich the experience of park users and be consistent with park planning
processes. Accordingly, such proposed donations will only be considered on a case-by-case
basis. Donors may contact the City of Birmingham or the Director of Public Services to
discuss proposed park features.
d) Monetary donations, such as cash or negotiable securities, may be used toward the
development and general upkeep of park elements, amenities and features. Donors may
identify a specific use for the City’s consideration, or funds may be used to best meet the
needs of the City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation projects.

II.

DONATION GUIDELINES
In order to have a consistent donor program, the following guidelines endeavor to address both
the needs and resource capabilities of the City of Birmingham and the desire of donors to
support Birmingham’s Parks. Donors should contact the Director of Public Services to discuss
donation ideas.
a) The City wants to ensure the best appearance and aesthetic quality of its parks. Thus,
donations should satisfy a true need of an approved park scheme.

II.

DONATION GUIDELINES (continued)

b) All donations will be reviewed for appropriateness and compatibility with the City of
Birmingham Parks and Recreation Master Plans. The City reserves the right to decline any
donation if, upon review, the donation is (1) limited by special restrictions, conditions or
covenants which pose unreasonable budgetary or maintenance obligations on the City, or (2)
not in the best interest of the City.
c) Donors may be asked to appear before the Birmingham Parks and Recreation Board and/or
the City Commission, to present their donation proposal. Public comment and feedback may
be considered during the review process.
d) The City understands that donors may have preferences regarding the choice of design
professionals, vendors and contractors, and preferences regarding the location, size, scale,
color and materials of donated elements, amenities and features. The City, however, must
adhere to the open bid process requirements, if applicable, and to other City policies and
goals. Accordingly, final decisions on all details of the proposed donation shall be at the sole
discretion of the City of Birmingham.
e) While the City recognizes the generally good intentions behind any donation, the City, at its
sole discretion, reserves the right to decline any gift or donation.
f) Upon acceptance by the City, any donated element, amenity or feature, becomes City of
Birmingham property. The City has an interest in ensuring that all park elements, amenities
and features remain in good repair and will provide, at its sole discretion, reasonable
maintenance of donated items. The City, however, is under no continuing obligation to repair,
replace or maintain perpetual care for any donated item.
g) The City will make a reasonable effort to notify a donor of any damage, theft or other loss to a
donated item and may, at its sole discretion, repair or replace such a donated item to the
extent it deems practical, or as described in the original gift agreement, if any.
h) Because donations to the City of Birmingham may be tax deductible, donors are encouraged
to consult with their tax advisor.
III.

DONOR RECOGNITION
a) Recognition shall be provided for all gifts given to the City of Birmingham for park
improvements, subject to such general policy changes and amendments as may be
implemented by the City Commission.
b) “Naming rights” on any park feature or element are subject to the approval of the City
Commission.
c) All donations will be acknowledged by a letter of appreciation from the City of Birmingham.
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